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Hailing from an Oklahoma farm and landing in 
suburban New York, the Rev. Bradley Dyche is 
Rector of St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in 
Croton on Hudson, NY. He earned a BA in 
Philosophy/Communications from the University of 
Oklahoma and his M.Div. from General 
Theological Seminary in New York. Bradley was 
ordained to the Episcopal Priesthood in December 
2002.  

 

 

He was drawn to mimetic theory while confronting heterosexism in his own self 
and in others during his ordination process.  

 

“In seeking ordination in the Episcopal Church in Oklahoma,” Bradley explained, 
“I often found that I was scape-goated because I was the first openly gay person 
to go through that process there. In seminary, I discovered James Alison and 
began to see those who wounded me in a different light. I began to understand 
why humans use the scape-goating mechanism, and I could understand why 
people were hurting me (and why I was hurting others in return). I began to see 
the Way of Jesus and forgiveness as the only way to approach them and me, 
and the world.”  
 
Bradley is currently interested in applying mimetic theory to childhood religious 
education, human sexuality, and liturgy. His sermons are often published on his 
parish’s website, www.stacroton.org.  
Bradley also enjoys cooking, gardening, reading and spending time time on his 
farm in Oklahoma. His daughter, Sheridan, lives part time with him, and most of 
the time with her two Moms. 



Tony Ciccariello  
Theology & Peace Treasurer and 
Conference Registrar  
ciccar@stny.rr.com  
 
     Tony serves as treasurer of Theology & 
Peace. He lives in Elmira, NY and is married 
with 4 daughters and 4 grandchildren. A 
retired dentist, Tony earned his BA at 
Columbia University, New York and his DDS 
at Georgetown University School of Dentistry 
in Washington, DC. Dentistry has been both 
profession and vocation for him. In addition 
to his private practice, Tony volunteers his 
services at a local free dental clinic and 
works with MEDICO (Medical, Eye, Dental, 

International Care Organization), whose goal is to treat people in developing  
countries that do not have access to medical or dental care. All of his service 
trips have been to Honduras, CA.  
 
     “For me,” Tony says, “dentistry has been a call of service. These experiences 
have opened me to the insights of  mimetic  anthropology.”  
 
     Desire according to the desire of the other is my favorite Girardian phrase, 
which leads me into an understanding of what it means to be human. I have been 
involved with Girardian  insights since 2004 through the friendship and writings of 
Tony Bartlett.  
 
 

The Rev. Paul Nuechterlein  
Theology & Peace Contributing Theologian  
Paulneu56@sbcglobal.net  
 
     Senior Pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Portage, Michigan, Paul Nuechterlein 
has been applying Girard’s mimetic theory to 
scripture since 1992. In 2002 he launched the 
highly regarded website, Girardian Reflections  
on the Lectionary (girardianlectionary.net). He is 
also a regular contributor to the Raven 
Foundation’s Teaching Nonviolent Atonement 
website. He serves currently as Contributing 
Theologian for Theology and Peace. 
 



Betsy Hansbrough  
bhansbrough@mac.com  
 
     Betsy describes herself as “a non-academic 
and non- clergy person.”  She has taught 
mimetic theory in various ways for twenty years 
-- the last ten at a Catholic girls’ school in 
Missouri.  Twice she has taken students to 
COV&R to make presentations on a course 
she created called “Theology and film”.  Once 
she brought two amazing young women to 
Theology and Peace.  Since retiring, Betsy has 
been working with several others to create 
curricula around MT for middle and high school  
students.  
 

 
     Betsy’s original education was in music and she trained in voice performance 
and English literature at the University of Missouri at Kansas City.. “After I figured 
out that singing for a living would neither feed nor clothe me,” Betsy explains, she 
went into social work, worked for a juvenile court for ten years and earned a 
master’s degree in corrections during that time.   
 
      She followed her criminal justice work with going to nursing school at Luke’s 
School of Nursing and working in a medical ICU for almost 25 years. During 
those twenty five years  Betsy also completed a master’s degree in ministry from 
Loyola University/New Orleans, did RCIA  education in her diocese, worked in 
her parish as the liturgy planner and did a bit of training toward chaplaincy.  
 
      “In the midst of it all began the secondary conversion that happens to those 
who discover Mimetic theory and read EVERYTHING about it that they can find,” 
Betsy says. She left nursing to teach theology in a local private school and 
created a course in Mimetic theory and film. She began attending Girardian  
conferences over a decade ago and presented several times at COV&R and 
Theology & Peace.   
 
     “I think MT, or whatever others call it, is a path to peace and to Christian 
conversion in this time of chaos. Now that I am retired, it seems that it is my ‘next 
career.’”  
 
      Betsy and her husband Dennis are parents of three children and the proud 
grandparents of a new granddaughter. She says she has lots of pictures to share  
with perfect strangers. Just ask!  



Wendall Holmes  
woholmes@gmail.com  
 
     In 1982 Wendall Holmes co-founded a church in his  
home along with Clyde W. Harris called Newborn.  
That church has evolved to the present Newborn 
Community of Faith Church and is still located in the 
Baltimore, Maryland community of Sandtown-
Winchester.  After thirty-five years studying the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, Wendall says he is 
convinced that a great part of Christian duty is to  
remember the poor and, for him, that has meant 
moving back into the community.  
 
     Wendall currently works with the non-profit group  
Strength to Love II.  Strength to Love II (named after  

the sister group founded by the late Gordon Cosby of Washington, DC ) is a 
ministry of Newborn Community of Faith Church. Their  mission is to assist and 
facilitate the re-entry of citizens returning to the community from incarceration 
with a holistic approach.  
 
     Wendall was introduced to Mimetic Theory through his friend of several years, 
Tony Bartlett, former Contributing Theologian of Theology & Peace. Although he  
considers himself a novice to the works of Rene Girard, he is particularly excited 
about the possibilities of thwarting the violence in our communities as we explore 
the origin and root causes of violence. 
 



Rev. Mary Gay McKinney  
mgm_7@comcast.net  
   
   After 20+ years in the pastorate, Mary 
McKinney took a sabbatical from ministry 
and worked in the private sector.  When an 
opportunity arose to return to ministry in  
the United Church of Christ, with books 
packed in storage, Mary Gay surfed the 
net for sermon preparation resources.  She 
stumbled upon preachingpeace.org, 
whose founders opened to her the world of 
mimetic theory and the work of Rene 
Girard.  She has since participated in three 
Making Peace Conferences, events at the                                                    
Raven Foundation and other offerings  

                                                             within the field.  
 
     Mary lives with her partner, Goldy, in DeKalb/Princeton, Illinois. Her son 
served with the First Calvary as an Army Private in Iraq.  Her eldest daughter is 
in the U.S. Navy and her youngest is a college student.  Her son is a retired  
U.S. Army sergeant who is making a remarkable recovery from injuries sustained 
in Afghanistan.  
 
     In Mary’s opinion, mimetic theory explains what happens in various areas of 
our lives, from the clothing we wear and the cars we drive to the rivalries that 
engage us, the way we relate in our families, and so much more. Its attending 
anthropological approach to the scriptures provides a fresh lens on what the 
Bible in general and the “texts in travail” in particular seek to communicate.   
 
     “I serve a progressive church within a progressive denomination,” Mary says.  
“Many progressives have sidelined the Bible or rarely studied it in the first place.   
For progressives who stumble, fall and ‘check out’ when reading the troubling 
passages, MT offers reason and the tools to revisit and re-explore. Regularly I 
access girardianlectionary.net and preachingpeace.org.  For a broader 
application, it’s ravenfoundation.org.”   
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