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JAMES WARREN 

Pre-Conference Seminar:  

Introduction to Mimetic Theory 

Wed., May 27, 9:30 am 

 

 Jim has been studying the work of Rene Girard for fifteen years. He presents seminars 

explaining Girardian thought for churches and other groups, and is the author of Compassion Or 
Apocalypse: A Comprehensible Guide to the Thought of Rene Girard. Jim is also a professional 
speaker/magician. His latest offering is the show, “The Ethics of Elfland: A Tribute to G.K. 
Chesterton.” Jim’s “Magic With A Message” school assembly programs have entertained more 
than half-a-million students in over 30 states, while educating them on issues like bullying, peer-
pressure, and smoking. Jim holds an M.Div. degree from Trinity Divinity School in Deerfield, 
Illinois. 
 
 

REV. PAUL NUECHTERLEIN 

Pre-Conference Advanced Seminar:  

“Dethroning the Economic Gods” 

Wed., May 27, 9:30 am 

 

 Paul serves as Senior Pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Portage, 

Michigan. He has been applying Girard’s mimetic theory to scripture since 1992, and in 2002 

launched the website “Girardian Reflections on the Lectionary.” Paul also serves as Theologian 

for Theology & Peace. 

 The “Advanced” Pre-conference Seminar is a new addition to the Theology and Peace 

Conference. It is designed to be a forum where people familiar with mimetic theory and the work 

of Rene Girard can discuss the conference theme. Paul will lead the discussion and suggests the 

following books if you would like to delve more deeply into the 2015 economic theme before 

arriving at the conference:  

 • The Ambivalence of Scarcity and Other Essays, by Paul Dumouchel 

 •  Mimetic Politics: Dyadic Patterns in Global Politics, by Roberto Farneti 

 •  Intimate Domain: Desire, Trauma, and Mimetic Theory, by Martha J. Reineke 

 •  The Empire of Value: A New Foundation for Economics, by André Orléan 

 •  Economy and the Future: A Crisis of Faith, by Jean-Pierre Dupuy 
 



BRIAN MCLAREN 

Plenary Session: “Jesus, Paul and James as Postmodern 

Economists: Can Their Vision Go Viral?” 

Wed., May 27, 2-3:30pm  

 

 Brian McLaren is an internationally known author, speaker, pastor, and leader in the 

emergent church movement. He is founding pastor of the nondenominational Cedar Ridge 

Community Church outside Washington, D.C., and author of Everything Must Change: Jesus, 

Global Crises, and a Revolution of Hope. He is a frequent guest on television, radio, and news 

media programs. He has appeared on many broadcasts, including “Larry King Live,” “Religion 

and Ethics Newsweekly,” and “Nightline.” His work has also been covered in Time (where he was 

listed as one of American’s 25 most influential evangelicals), Christianity Today, Christian 

Century, the Washington Post, and many other print media. 

 Born in 1956, Brian graduated from the University of Maryland with degrees in English 

(BA, summa cum laude, 1978, and MA, in 1981). His academic interests included Medieval 

drama, Romantic poets, modern philosophical literature, and the novels of Dr. Walker Percy. In 

2004, he was awarded a Doctor of Divinity Degree (honoris causa) from Carey Theological 

Seminary in Vancouver, BC, Canada. 

 From 1978 to 1986, McLaren taught college English, and, in 1982, helped form Cedar 

Ridge Community Church, an innovative, nondenominational church in the Baltimore-Washington 

region (crcc.org). He left higher education in 1986 to serve as the church’s founding pastor and 

served in that capacity until 2006. During that time, Cedar Ridge earned a reputation as a leader 

among emerging missional congregations. 

 Brian has been active in networking and mentoring church planters and pastors since the 

mid 1980’s, and has assisted in the development of several new churches. He is a popular 

conference speaker and a frequent guest lecturer at seminaries and denominational gatherings, 

nationally and internationally. His public speaking covers a broad range of topics including 

postmodern thought and culture, Biblical studies, evangelism, leadership, global mission, spiritual 

formation, worship, pastoral survival and burnout, inter-religious dialogue, ecology, and social 

justice. 

 McLaren’s first book, The Church on the Other Side: Doing Ministry in the Postmodern 

Matrix, has been recognized as a primary portal into the current conversation about postmodern 

ministry. His second book, Finding Faith, is a contemporary apologetic, written for thoughtful 

seekers and skeptics. His third book, A New Kind of Christian, further explores issues of Christian 

faith and postmodernity, and won Christianity Today’s “Award of Merit” in 2002. His fourth, More 

Ready Than You Realize: Evangelism as Dance in the Postmodern Matrix, presents a refreshing 

approach to spiritual friendship. A is for Abductive (coauthored with Dr. Leonard Sweet) and 

Adventures in Missing the Point (coauthored with Dr. Anthony Campolo) explore theological 

reform in a postmodern context. A sequel to A New Kind of Christian, entitled The Story We Find 

Ourselves In, seeks to tell the biblical story in a new context. He is one of five co-authors of 

Church in the Emerging Culture. 

 His 2004 release, A Generous Orthodoxy, is a personal confession and has been called 

a “manifesto” of the emerging church conversation. The conclusion to the A New Kind of Christian 

trilogy was released in 2005, entitled The Last Word and the Word After That. The Secret 

Message of Jesus explores the theme of the kingdom of God in the teachings of Jesus. “This 

book was written for a broad audience,” he explains, “from the spiritual-but-not-religious to 

Christian pastors and leaders. Everything I’d written to that point was a preparation for this book.” 



 Brian’s books have been or are being translated into many languages, including Korean, 

Chinese, French, Swedish, Norwegian, and Spanish. He has written for or contributed interviews 

to many periodicals, including Leadership, Sojourners, Worship Leader, and Conversations. Brian 

also serves as a board chair for Sojourners/Call to Renewal (sojo.net), and is a founding member 

of Red Letter Christians, a group of communicators seeking to broaden and deepen the dialogue 

about faith and public life. He is also a board member for Orientacion Cristiana and has taught or 

lectured at several seminaries in the U.S. and abroad. 

 

 

PASTOR P. SHANNON MULLEN 

Bible Study: Revelation 

Wed., May 27, 7-8pm & Thursday, May 28, 5-5:45pm 

 

 Shannon has been a parish pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

for nearly 20 years. He is passionate about the possibilities of mimetic theory and non-violent 

atonement theory for renewing the faith of the body of Christ.  He currently serves as pastor at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church, in Beaufort SC.  His M.Div. is from Lutheran Theological Southern 

Seminary in Columbia SC 

 Shannon came to mimetic theory and continues to dwell in it through the task of 

preaching. He estimates he has preached nearly 1500 sermons since he ‘discovered’ Girard. For 

him, this was the opening of a door to a miraculous new reality – the permanent throwing open of 

the gates of hell. It was the true Good News of God’s Love, revealed in Jesus to be the promise 

of a transformed humanity!  

 He says:  ‘I believe that this “anthropology of the cross” is empowering a vibrant theology 

of the transformation of humanity by the Gospel of Jesus. I believe it will free us from destructive 

and even deadly misunderstandings of God which have for at least a century allowed Christians 

to claim God’s blessings for their own hatreds, prejudice, and violence. I believe it opens the way 

for a renewed community of faith which embodies a strong, clearly defined identity, which is not 

defined over against the other.’ 

 In addition to the weekly applying of mimetic insight to the interpretive task of preaching, 

he has dedicated time to becoming part of the Girardian community and conversation, including:  

 •  Pastoral Conversation and Mimetic Theory – a week with James Alison and Jim 

Williams at the Ghost Ranch in Santa Fe; 

 •  Making Peace by PreachingPeace.org at the Watson Homestead with Michael Hardin, 

Jeff Krantz, and Tony Bartlett;  

 •  The Trinity Institute’s presentation Violence Unveiled with James Alison and Miroslav 

Volf;  

 •  Theologica Pacis at the Mennonite Center;  

 •  On Being a Peace Church in a Post-Constantinian World by PreachingPeace.org at 

Messiah College, Lancaster PA, with Sharon Baker and Brian McLaren;  

 •  Annual participation in the Theology and Peace conferences. 

 



PATTY PRASADA RAO 

Plenary Session: Title tba 

Thursday, May 28, 9:30-10:30am  

 

 Patty has worked with non-profits for over 20 years both in the US and overseas. She 

graduated with a Bachelor’s in Psychology/Pre-med from The Johns Hopkins University and a 

Masters in Public Health Education/Community Development from the University of North 

Carolina. She served with various ministries of New Song in Sandtown (Baltimore) from 1998 – 

2012, including Co-Executive Director of New Song Urban Ministries. In addition to her public 

health and research background, she has worked in corporate marketing, psychiatric program 

management and as an area director for InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. Patty moved to 

Chicago where she most recently served as Chief Operations Officer for the Christian Community 

Development Association (CCDA). Patty was born to Indian parents in the U.S. with an extended 

family network, which instilled in her a strong value for community and what it means to belong 

together. She has offered her community development expertise and faith-based leadership in 

service on numerous community development boards both domestically and internationally, 

including CCDA, Communities First Association (CFA), Kupenda for the Children and PRIA 

Ministries. 

 

ANDREW McKENNA 

Plenary Session: Teaching Literature and Scripture in Prison 

Thursday, May 28, 7-8pm 

 

 Andrew taught at Northwestern University and University of North Carolina, Chapel 

Hill, and at the Université de Bretagne occidental. For the past 30 years he has taught French 

language and literature at Loyola University Chicago, from which he will retire next year in order 

to teach literature and writing full time as a volunteer in a maximum security prison downstate, 

Illinois, where he  has been teaching part-time thus far.  

 Having written his doctoral  dissertation on Baudelaire and Sartre under the direction of 

René Girard when he was at Johns Hopkins, Andrew has since devoted his research and 

teaching to Girard’s mimetic anthropology. He also attended seminars in Paris conducted by 

Roland Barthes, Jacques Lacan, and Jacques Derrida, to whose work he devoted a book-length 

study on deconstruction, Violence and Difference: Girard, Derrida, and Deconstruction (U of 

Illinois P, 1992).  

  From 1996 through 2006, Andrew was editor-in-chief of Contagion: Journal of Violence, 

Mimesis, and Culture. He has also published numerous articles on Molière, Pascal, Racine, 

Montesquieu, Baudelaire, Flaubert, Fellini, Melville, among others, and on critical theory and 

biblical hermeneutics. Recently he has  lectured on Girard and Lévinas and on Girard and Derrida 

at the Bibliothèque nationale in Paris.  

 He is a founding member of the Raven Foundation, which is devoted to disseminating 

Girard’s ideas among a larger non-academic population, and for which he has lectured frequently 

at Lookingglass Theater in Chicago, in addition to participating in on-line interviews. He is a 

founding member and advisory board member of Imitatio, a foundation that is dedicated to 

research and publication on mimetic theory, and that hosts a growing collection of books at 

Michigan State University Press. 


