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1 John Dominic Crossan, The Dark Interval: Towards a Theology of Story (Sonoma, CA: Polebridge Press, 
1988) 38-39. 
2 Crossan, 99-100. 
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3 It is assumed that the participants at the Theology and Peace Conference are familiar with the Mimetic 
Theory of René Girard.  For an overview, see Girard, I See Satan Fall Like Lightning (Maryknoll, NY: 
Orbis Books, 2001).  It is one of his later books, but perhaps more accessible to students of theology.  See 
also Chris Fleming, René Girard: Violence and Mimesis (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2004). 
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4 Century Marks, The Christian Century October 21, 2008, 8. 
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5 A talk he has given numerous times, included as chapter two in his Undergoing God: Dispatches from the 
Scene of a Break-in (New York: Continuum, 2006) 33-49. 
6 Alison, Undergoing God, 38. 
7 Alison, Undergoing God, 45-46. 
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8 Thomas J. Talley, Worship: Reforming Tradition (Washington D.C.: The Pastoral Press, 1990) as quoted 
in Gabe Huck, ed., Liturgy: A Sourcebook (Chicago, IL: Liturgy Training Publications, 1994) 82. 
9 See The Girard Reader, 39, 291. 
10 Paul F. Bradshaw, The Search for the Origins of Christian Worship: Sources and Methods for the Study 
of Early Liturgy, Second Edition (Oxford, U.K.: Oxford University Press, 2002).  Bradshaw argues for an 
original diversity of early worship practices, an important caution against idolizing any particular liturgy.  
Yet within this diversity he is able to trace certain patterns. 
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11 Louis-Marie Chauvet, The Sacraments: the Word of God at the Mercy of the Body (Collegeville, MN: 
The Liturgical Press, 2001) 65. 


